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Signed by Louis Simonneau and dated 1695



Undated and unsigned. They were engraved before 1704 and may be attributed to Simonneau



Signed by Louis Simonneau and dated 1716



Engraved by Rochefort, undated



1.
The sloped roman

Courantes Penchées and Capitales Penchées
from the 1495 plates



The sloped roman (1495)





Fournier, St Augustin Ordinaire, from Manuel typographique (1764)



Bodoni, Lettura 8 Mirandola, from Manuale Tipografico (1818)



The sloped roman (1495)



2.
The typeface

Gros romain
Granjean, 1696–99





Chart from J. Mosley, French academicians and modern typography… Typography papers, 2 (1997)



From Épreuve des caractéres de l’Impremerie Royale, 1760 (scan by Jean-Baptiste Levée).



From A. Jammes, La réforme de la typographie royale… 1961. The type is a new casting of the Grandjean’s Gros Romain.



From A. Jammes, La réforme de la typographie royale… 1961. The type is a new casting of the Grandjean’s Gros Romain.









3.
Comparing the first plates (1695) 

with the typeface (1696–99)



Comparing the first plates (1695) with the typeface (1696–99)



1695 1695

1695

1695

type (1696–99) type (1696–99)

type (1696–99)

type (1696–99)

Comparing the first plates (1695) with the typeface (1696–1701)



1695

1695

type (1696–99)

type (1696–99)

Comparing the first plates (1695) with the typeface (1696–1701)



4.
Improvement on the grid

 
1695 — 1704



1695

1704





5.
Comparing the roman lowercase

 
1695 Simonneau plates 
with Rochefort plates



Comparing the 1695 Simonneau lowercase with Rochefort lowercase



1695 1695Rochefort Rochefort

Comparing the 1695 Simonneau lowercase with Rochefort lowercase



1695 type (1696–99) Rochefort Rochefort / type Rochefort / type

Comparing the roman lowercase



1695 type (1696–99) Rochefort Rochefort / type Rochefort / type

Comparing the roman lowercase



6.
Comparing the italic uppercase 

 
1695 – 1704 – 1716
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1704



1704 1716
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17161716



1704

1704
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type (1696–99)

type (1696–99)




